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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of September 3, 2004, Applicants kindly request 
reconsideration of the rejections contained therein. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 3-6 as being unpatentable over Franfa 
in view of Birang et al. However, it is respectfully submitted that Fran9a does not represent prior 
art applicable against the present invention. The present application was filed February 1, 2002, 
and was amended at the time of its filing to indicate that it is a divisional application of U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 08/881,616, filed June 25, 1997. This parent application is now 
U.S. Patent 6,364,752. The specification and drawings filed in this application are the same as 
that filed in the parent application. The claims of the present application, accordingly, are fully 
supported by the parent application. Accordingly, these claims are entitied to benefit of the parent 
application filing date of June 25, 1997. 

The Fran9a patent has a filing date three years after the effective filing date of the present 
application, and thus the Fran9a patent does not represent prior art on the claims of the present 
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application under any section of 35 U.S.C. §102. For this reason, the Examiner may not use the 
Franca patent in a substantive rejection against the claims of the present application. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's rejection must be 
withdrawn. Such withdrawal of the rejection, and allowance of the present application as a 
whole, is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above it is submitted that the present application is now in condition for 
allowance, and the Examiner is requested to pass the case to issue. If the Examiner should have 
any comments or suggestions to help speed the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is 
requested to contact Applicants' undersigned representative. 
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Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
December 3, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



Norio KIMURA et al. 




Nils E. Pedersen 
Registration No. 33,145 
Attomey for Applicants 



